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Summary 

1. “This year, we may have done more than 50 (cases).” 

2. “(To do a transplant in advance,) you should communicate with our director 

(Yang Hongji). I don’t think it should be a problem.” 

3. “In the entire Sichuan, after all, not all people can afford liver transplantation.” 

4. “The liver transplants that we do usually are emergency operations. When we do a 

liver transplant, we will notify the recipients immediately.” 

5. “If you do a liver transplant, the cost may be around 350,000 to 400,000 yuan, if 

the recovery is smooth.” “(The additional donor fee) is no more than 100,000 

yuan.” 

6. There are many donors during the Spring Festival period. The busiest time 

periods for the organ transplant surgeons are Spring Festival and the National Day 

periods. 

 

Phone Investigation Recording 

Nurse: Hello? 

Investigator: Hey, is it better now? Can you hear me clearly? 

Nurse: It’s better now. Ah, wait a moment, wait, I will ask my superior, a doctor, to talk 

with you, okay? 

Investigator: Hey, okay, thank you. 

Doctor: Hello! 

Investigator: Hey, is that the... 

Doctor: Hi, hello. 

Investigator: The hospital? 

Doctor: Oh, yes. 

Investigator: I am in Yinchuan, Ningxia, and my family member needs a liver transplant. 

Ah, I’d like to ask for some information. 

Doctor: How old is this patient? 

Investigator: A little over 40 years old. 



Doctor: Uh, does he have liver cancer or cirrhosis? 

Investigator: Late stage liver cirrhosis. 

Doctor: Liver cirrhosis, right? 

Investigator: Ah, late stage liver cirrhosis, um. 

Doctor: What blood type? 

Investigator: Um, Blood Type B. 

Doctor: Blood Type B, right? 

Investigator: Ah, I asked the nurse just now. I said that if the wait time is not long, then I 

would definitely bring the patient over... 

Doctor: It is hard to tell… 

Investigator: Ah. 

Doctor: His blood type is B, then I, I am not sure how long he will have (to wait for) a 

Blood Type B liver. According to our experiences, for one year, we would perform finish 

about... let me see, this year, we may have done more than 50 (cases). 

Investigator: Oh, is it possible to have an approximate time, such as one or two weeks, or 

one or two months... 

Doctor: I’m not sure... 

Investigator: Oh. 

Doctor: After someone else donates (his organ), nobody knows if he will have an 

accident. Am I right? 

Investigator: Oh, oh. 

Doctor: There are other possibilities. Unexpectedly, maybe they don’t have Blood Type 

B donors. Maybe they don’t want to donate (their organs). These are all uncontrollable 

factors.  

Investigator: Oh, I heard that the organs are allocated in a unified way across the country 

online, or in other ways? 

Doctor: Well, we here…it must be unified national allocation. But first, for example, our 

coordinator here, that is, our coordinator here makes contacts to obtain the livers, and he 

would first guarantee that the patients on our waiting list (can get the organs). 

Investigator: Oh, oh, like this, then I... 

Doctor: I personally recommend you come back to wait (for the organ). Why? It is 

because the liver transplants that we do usually are emergency operations. It is equivalent 

to we having to do the transplant tonight. Today we need to do a liver transplantation. For 

example, when we do a liver transplant, we will notify the recipients immediately, the 

potential recipients. Then you have to come over and we have to do a series of 

examinations. 

Investigator: Oh, let’s say that, if you can look after us a little bit, we can do it in advance, 

right? 



Doctor: Yes, at that time, you should communicate with our director, then, I don’t think it 

should be a problem. 

Investigator: Oh, you said that how many cases you have done this year? I didn’t hear it 

clearly. 

Doctor: There should be over 50 cases this year. I have not specifically counted them. 

Investigator: Oh, can’t you do more than 100 cases a year? 100 or 200? Do you have 

done this type of liver transplantation? 

Doctor: Being here in Sichuan, it is difficult for us to reach this kind of numbers. 

Investigator: Right, huh, oh, that... 

Doctor: Because in Sichuan and Ningxia…In fact, Sichuan’s economic conditions are 

relatively better than Ningxia’s, but in the entire Sichuan, after all, not all people can 

afford liver transplantation. 

Investigator: Oh, yes, you just said this. Then please tell me about the price, I need to 

prepare the money. 

Doctor: In our hospital, if you do a liver transplant, the cost may be around 350,000 to 

400,000 yuan, if the recovery is smooth. 

Investigator: Oh. 

Doctor: But if your recovery doesn’t go well…this is really hard to tell. 

Investigator: Oh, then, to the liver donor, do we need to give him the donor fee? 

Doctor: Yes, you definitely have to give a fee to the donor, but, uh... the donor fee must 

be given. 

Investigator: The donor fee is not included in the 350,000 yuan, right? 

Doctor: No, the donor fee may cost tens of thousands of yuan. 

Investigator: Oh, tens of thousands of yuan, less than 100,000 yuan? 

Doctor: Uh, yes. 

Investigator: No more than 100,000 yuan. 

Doctor: This donor fee is a “sunny” way. For example, if someone donates an organ, he 

would receive a humanitarian subsidy. It is through this way, um, the corresponding 

institution at one hospital. It’s not privately and illegally passing organs between 

individuals, you know? 

Investigator: Oh, a friend of mine once told me that there was that kind of prisoners from 

prisons, or... 

Doctor: This channel has now disappeared in China. 

Investigator: Oh, no more, oh, no more... 

Doctor: Right, this channel is no longer available in mainland China. This disappeared 

after 2012. 

Investigator: Oh, this way. 

Doctor: Yes. 



Investigator: Oh, well, thank you, may I ask your surname? I will look for you later. 

What’s your surname? 

Doctor: My surname is Yang, my surname is Yang. 

Investigator: Well, Yang, Dr. Yang, Dr. Yang. 

Doctor: Well, um. Yep, yep. 

Investigator: Hehe... Well, then, thank you, Dr. Yang. 

Doctor: Yes, yes, our director is also surnamed Yang, our director is also surnamed Yang. 

Our director is called Yang Hongji, and our director is also surnamed Yang. He, our 

director is one, who returned from Canada before, a returned specialist of organ 

transplantation. 

Investigator: That’s good, so I, I will discuss it with my family. I will see the situation… 

Doctor: Actually, I hope you can come back before the Spring Festival. Why? Because 

you know that every year, during the Spring Festival, during the Spring Festival travel 

rush, there are more accidents than usual, so there are relatively more donations. We are 

the busiest during holidays. 

Investigator: Oh, this way... 

Doctor: Because after the Spring Festival, you may have to wait a long time after the 

Spring Festival. 

Investigator: Oh, in this way, well, thank you. That, I will discuss it with my family. 

Doctor: Just listen to me. I still recommend you to come back before the Spring Festival, 

before the Spring Festival. 

Investigator: Oh, oh. 

Doctor: For example, coming back about a month before the Spring Festival, anyway, as 

soon as possible. Come back as soon as possible, because this is the busiest time of the 

year for us, which is the Spring Festival or the National Day. This time is the busiest. 

Investigator: That’s all right, thank you so much, Dr. Yang. Ok, bye! 

Doctor: Well, OK, OK. 


